
Java with Jim 

September 26, 2016 

The following are the questions and topic asked about during this month’s Java with Jim. 

Quest 

Q: How does Quest work? 

A: Check the district website for most current info.  Qualifications for Quest have changed.  Students would 

qualify for one of three programs, full-time, pull-out or K-2 pull out (30 min/wk). Beginning next year, the 

qualifying criteria is being lowered to allow more students to qualify. 

Q:  Who are the teachers? 

A: Teachers are hired specifically for the Quest program.  They are not necessarily certified in Highly Capable 

Education, but are certified as any other LWSD teacher. 

Q:  What are the class sizes? 

A: This year our Quest classes are smaller based on the Quest school feeder schools for Blackwell.  This could 

change each year as the program grows in future years. 

Q: Are there opportunities for the Quest enrichment to filter over to the gen ed population? 

A: Our staff is very good at differentiation to meet the needs of all kids.  This is our challenge to grow our kids 

along with the expectations of our community. 

Math Competition Club 

Q: Math Competition Club needs a space at Blackwell for this year. 

A: PTSA is working on this possibility. We think a solution can be found.  The PTSA presidents will follow up with 

the club sponsors.  Further discussions of PTSA class offerings ensued. 

Fun Run Feedback 

Question about how much the company takes as a percentage and if can parents can donate separately.   

A: There is an option for straight donations outside of the Fundrunner event.  Individuals can donate directly 

through the PTSA website (or write a check to PTSA).  Discussion of how our fundraising has changed and the 

reasons for going with a fund raising company.  Although there is a percentage cost to have Fundrunners, we are 

bringing in more money than our previous Pass the Hat donation only. PTSA leadership is interested in feedback 

from our community on this event. 

The next Java with Jim will be on October 24th from 9:00-9:40 (note time change) 

 

http://www.lwsd.org/Parents/Accelerated-Programs/Pages/default.aspx

